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hope for the establishment of the Christian Religion,
and then communication with the countries contig-
uous to the Savages, their frontiers and boundaries.’’
I respond to this that if he who wrote this letter has
read the Relation of what is occurring in Paraquais
[Paraguay],” he has seen that which shall some day
be accomplished in new France.

The Christian Religion (through the grace of God)
will flourish in this country as it does in that, espe-
cially among the Hurons. These peoples where we
are, are exactly like those other Americans, called
Paraquais, who not long ago were eating each other.
Yet grace abounds where sin has so long held sway.
Cruelty has changed to [305 i.e., 301] gentleness, and
wolves to lambs. We may expect here the same
favor from heaven. But, in the name of God, let us
have patience. It is just the temper of a Frenchman
to desire to finish as soon as he has begun. He sees
some little sparks, and already he wishes to warm
himself at a great fireplace. Count how many years
the Portuguese have held those regions in America,
whence we hear of so splendid conversions,— our Fa-
thers worked more than forty years to subdue them,
and it is more than eighty years since those nations
began to hear about our faith. They did not surren-
der very soon, yet our haste would require that ice
take fire like gunpowder. I have often said, and I
say it again, that [ am surprised at the advancement
that God is granting to this infant Church, consider-
ing the short time employed, up to the present, in
instructing these barbarians. I believe that those
who are urging us, urge God still more. Itishe who
must be earnestly solicited,—it is his cause, it is he
who will make it succeed.



